
EXPLORING A CAREER
IN NUMBERS

Do you enjoy solving numerical problems, balancing equations, providing assurance on numbers compiled 
and calculating probabilities using numbers?

Well, if you can think analytically and focus on details, you may have the natural inclination for a career 
in numbers. There are a lot of amazing and well-paying careers that involve maths, these include but are 
not limited to an accountant, economist, auditor, financial and investment manager, banking, Chartered 
Accountant, investment banker, etc. Let us take a look at these careers in detail and the qualifications 
offered by UKZN’s College of Law and Management Studies that are your gateway to these careers.

ACCOUNTANT

Often known as number crunchers, accountants have the interesting job of compiling, analysing, performing audits, assisting 
with budgets, working out taxes and reporting their findings to management. Being part of the accountancy industry allows 
you to choose from a range of diverse career paths. These include but are not limited to a career in commercial and corporate 
finance, management accounting, financial accounting, forensic accounting, cost accounting and tax. 

Degree to Study: Bachelor of Commerce – Accounting (BCom Accounting)  

BANKING CAREERS – BANK MANAGER

Bank managers are responsible for the functioning of the bank and the development of new business - corporate, retail 
and personal. Bank managers need to know something about every aspect of banking. Integrity and exemplary behaviour 
at all times are vital in this profession, as is the ability to understand and enjoy financial matters. A well-developed sense 
of responsibility, empathy with people, initiative, the ability to work under pressure, intelligence, dependability, good 
communication skills and an appreciation of excellent service are also important.

Degree to Study: Bachelor of Commerce – Accounting (BCom Accounting) or Bachelor of Business Science (With majors 
in Finance and Economics)

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Yes, qualifying as a Chartered Accountant is a seven-year-long journey but without these highly skilled individuals, most 
companies would not know exactly how much money the business is spending in its different areas, and how the business 
can improve its overall spending and production. Chartered accountants oversee all of the company’s accounting needs, or 
they may focus on one specific area such as auditing, financial accounting, management accounting, or taxation. They may 
also act as consultants on financial matters, taxation, accounting and computer systems, estate planning and management 
reporting and procedures. 

Degree to Study: Bachelor of Commerce – Accounting (BCom Accounting)

INSPIRING GREATNESS 



AUDITOR

What do you get when you mix an accountant and a detective? That’s right, the answer is an auditor. From a financial 
point of view, auditors examine the financial statements of the organisation to give assurance  that the records produced 
by accountants reflect the true financial state of the business and that the financial information is free of material error/
misstatement.  The auditors provide third-party assurance to various stakeholders of the company. 

ECONOMIST AND BUSINESS ECONOMIST

Everybody worries about the economy and economists are the individuals who use their expertise to describe, analyse and 
advise on a wide range of economic issues: tax or wage problems; economic policies; explaining the causes of unemployment 
and of inflation. Their insights and opinions give reasoning behind economic decisions influencing economic issues for 
resources, goods, and services.

Business economists study the ways that society distributes scarce resources and conducts research into various issues 
such as inflation, interest rates, employment levels, energy costs, imports, etc. They advise all kinds of organizations, banks, 
industrial and trade associations, unions and agencies.

Degree to Study: Bachelor of Business Science/ Bachelor of Commerce – General (with a major in Economics)

FINANCIAL AND INVESTMENT MANAGER

As the person responsible for heading the division that is responsible for recording, analysing and interpreting financial data, 
it can be said that the financial manager is responsible for the financial health of an organisation. Financial managers can 
work in the private and public  sectors, in financial institutions such as banks and insurance companies, and can also be  self-
employed, for example as financial and investment consultants, insurance brokers, property consultants and stockbrokers. 

An investment manager manages an investor’s finances and investment portfolios with the aim of yielding and maximising 
profit. Investment managers usually work at large financial institutions such as banks, a trust companies, or a life insurance 
companies. 

Degree to Study: Bachelor of Business Science (With a major in Finance)/ Bachelor of Commerce – Accounting (BCom 
Accounting) / Bachelor of Commerce –General (With a major in Finance)

INVESTMENT BANKING ANALYSTS 

Investment Banking Analysts are responsible for providing vital market information for salespeople, traders and clients. 
They analyse financial statements and projections and provide a broad range of analytical and research support to all the 
professionals within their group. 

Accuracy is important in the work that investment banking analysts do, so they must pay close attention to details. They 
need strong analytical skills to evaluate data effectively. They also need to have good research skills to ensure they have 
the necessary information to reach informed conclusions about investment opportunities. 

Degree to Study: Bachelor of Commerce – Accounting (BCom Accounting)/ Bachelor of Business Science (majoring in 
Finance)

DEGREES AND ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:

Bachelor of Commerce – Accounting (BCom Accounting)

3-year full-time qualification (offered at the Pietermaritzburg and Westville campuses.)

REQUIREMENTS

National Senior Certificate with degree admission.

 Mathematics level 5,

 English and Life Orientation level 4.

 Minimum academic point score of 32 excluding Life Orientation.
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Bachelor of Business Science majoring in Finance or Economics

4-year full-time qualification (offered at the Westville campus) National Senior Certificate with degree admission.

 Mathematics level 6

 English and Life Orientation level 4 

 Minimum academic point score of 33 excluding Life Orientation.

Bachelor of Commerce (General) with majors in Economics and Finance 

3-year full-time qualification (offered at the Pietermaritzburg and Westville campuses.)

REQUIREMENTS

National senior certificate with degree admission.

 Mathematics level 4

 English and Life Orientation level 4

 Minimum academic point score of 30 excluding Life Orientation.

ALTERNATIVE ACCESS PROGRAMMES (ONLY APPLICANTS FROM QUINTILE 1-3 SCHOOLS ARE 
CONSIDERED.) 

Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting (BCom Acc) Extended Curriculum (4-year full-time qualification)

REQUIREMENTS

This degree is extended over four years and requires a National Senior Certificate with degree admission. Mathematics, 
English and Life Orientation passed at level 4. Minimum academic point score of 28 excluding Life Orientation.

Bachelor of Commerce General (BCom) Extended Curriculum (4 year full-time qualification)

REQUIREMENTS

This degree is extended over four years and requires a National Senior Certificate with degree admission. Mathematics level 
3, English and Life Orientation at level 4. Minimum academic point score of 26 excluding Life Orientation. 

HOW TO APPLY

Applications to study at UKZN must be made through the Central Applications Office (CAO). 

Contact the CAO on 031 268 4444

Apply online at www.cao.ac.za 

Closing date for 2021 applications: 30 September 2020

*Source: GoStudy


