
A LAW DEGREE - 
NOT JUST FOR LAWYERS

It’s a common misconception that if you study Law, your only career option is to become a 
lawyer. While law is a noble profession, studying it does not have to limit your career options. 
Below are a few career paths which may inspire you: 

POLITICS
Nelson Mandela, Oliver Tambo and even Barack Obama are just a few of many famous politicians who studied Law 
before starting a career in politics. These icons of the world have changed the lives of millions of people utilising law 
as tool for change. 

LEGAL FRATERNITY
South Africa’s great legal minds include Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng, Deputy Chief Justice Ray Zondo and former 
Justice in the Constitutional Court of South Africa Sandile Ngcobo who all hold a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) from UKZN.  
The list of great men such as Anton Lembede and great women such as Victoria Mxenge who pioneered change and 
fought against colonial-apartheid is endless but what these remarkable people have in common is the drive to strive 
for equality for all using the medium of law.

Therefore, many of the skills that you acquire during a law degree prove useful to whichever career path - such as 
public speaking, problem solving and the ability to analyse legislation. Moreover, there’s a huge range of rewarding 
and interesting jobs in politics for law students – working in public relations, communications, consultancy, or even in 
the civil service.

BANKING AND FINANCE
If financial institutions don’t follow the law, they encounter huge problems such as irregular and fraudulent activities. 
That’s where you might come in. With a Law degree, you would be well placed to understand the many rules that apply 
to the financial markets. Whether you become an investment banker, a tax law practitioner or an accountant, law is an 
important aspect of this industry. 

INSPIRING GREATNESS 



CIVIL SOCIETY OR SOCIAL JUSTICE PROGRAMMES 
You could work for a law-related charity, foundations or NGO organizations. Alternatively, you could even become an 
advocate for human rights, using your Law degree to make the world a fairer place!

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY
The entertainment industry is wide-ranging, encompassing artists of all forms. For this reason, music and entertainment 
law tends to overlap with other fields of law and can include facets of commercial law, intellectual property law, 
employment law, immigration law, financial law, corporate law and privacy law, for instance. Entertainment lawyers 
would be used for producer agreements, record deals, copyright publishing licenses, writer agreements etc. 

TAX CONSULTANT
Taxation is another field for which law graduates are well suited. For example, tax consultants offer advice to businesses 
or private clients on their tax liabilities and cost-effective tax solutions.

PUBLISHING
Many publishing houses, especially those with specialist legal publications, look to employ law graduates as researchers. 
This is a growing industry that combines both digital publishing and print publishing. Therefore, a career path in this 
sector will put you in the forefront of knowledge packaging.

HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICER
As a human resources officer, you develop, advise on and implement policies relating to the effective use of staff in 
an organisation. This can include employee recruitment, training and development, the provision of compensation 
and benefits, the implementation of disciplinary procedures and conflict resolution. This role therefore requires good 
interpersonal, organisational and negotiation skills - all qualities that are developed during a law degree.

ENTREPRENEUR
Law degree is valuable in understanding legal issues, regulation, as well as policy and policymaking. It’s useful in 
critical thinking and systems level understanding. You will not need a third party in drawing up contracts for your 
employees and suppliers etc.

DEGREE TO STUDY AT UKZN:
Bachelor of Laws (LLB) Offered in Durban and Pietermaritzburg 

Requirement to meet: NSC Degree with English Home Language level 5 or English First Additional Language level 
6, Mathematical Literacy level 5 or Mathematics level 3, Life Orientation level 4, Minimum 32 points excluding Life 
Orientation.

HOW TO APPLY
Applications to study at UKZN must be made through the Central Applications Office (CAO). 

Contact the CAO on 031 268 4444

Apply online at www.cao.ac.za 

Closing date for 2021 applications: 30 September 2020

*Source: GoStudy
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